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I. Introduction 

A. Historical Background 

The rich ethnic history and the cultural significance of the institutions 
in the Ville have a very profound meaning to many St. Louisans. The 
"Ville", originally named Elleardsvllle, evolved in the 1840’s as a 
small, semi-rural area in what was then a northwest suburb of St. Louis. 
Charles Elleards, a horticulturist, established his nursery and estate 
adjacent to one of the oldest and most important roads in St. Louis, 

Old St. Charles Rock Road. His two-story brick home was built on what 
is now Goode Avenue, but his nursery extended from Goode Avenue to 
North Newstead Avenue and from Old St. Charles Rock Road (now Dr. Martin 
Luther King Drive) to Cote Brilliante. In 1876, when the City of 
St. Louis was expanded westwardly from Grand Avenue to its present City 
Limits just west of Skinker* Elleardsville became a part of the City 
of St. Louis. Elleards’ name was dropped and the area came to be known 
as just the "Ville”. 

Oral histories indicate that the Ville was settled in the 1800’s by 
German and Irish immigrants as well as a few blacks.^ - 

During the early 1900’s more blacks migrated to the Ville from the rural 
South in search of work. They tended to settle in the Ville because of 
the increase in other parts of the City of housing covenants preventing 



1 The Ville, The Ethnic Heritage of an Urban Community , November 1975, page 7. 
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the sale of individual property to blacks. Though in 1917 the St. Louis 
Segregation Ordinance (Race Restrictive Covenants) was declared to be 
unconstitutional, individual property covenants were not outlawed until 
1949. 2 



The Ville evolved as a black community with rich cultural traditions 
an enclave of educational and public institutions attracting a large 



concentration of homeowners. Because of the stability of the neighbor- 
hood, many black oriented commercial firms developed. 

Poro College at Poro Comer (Pendleton and St. Ferdinand Avenues) was a 
landmark in the Ville from its opening in 1917 until 1930. It provided 
jobs for neighborhood residents, was used by many fraternal, civic and 
social organizations, and became a training center for black law students. 
The Annie Malone Children's Home was founded in 1888, providing a residence 
for needy children. Relating to the Home, the popular Annual May Day 
Parade was Initiated providing a focus for fund-raising as well as a 
major social event. 

Not until 1937. was Homer G. Phillips Hospital erected. It quickly rein- 
forced the area as the City's black cultural center because its black 
alumnae practice medicine throughout the region. 

Sumner High School was the first high school for blacks west of the 
Mississippi. It originated in 1875 near downtown St. Louis, but it 
was relocated to the Ville in 1910. 












The importance of religion in the Ville is well -documented in the 
history of numerous religious institutions. Major churches include 
the -St. James A.M.E. Church built in 1885, the Antioch Baptist Church 
built in 1884, and St. Matthew’s Catholic Church. 

St. Matthew's at 2715 North Sarah Street, is probably the most unusual 
church structure in the Ville. Founded in 1893 by Reverend Joseph T. 
Shields, the congregation engaged the architect Joseph Conradi to 
design its $150,000 edifice which was dedicated September 22, 1907. 

The church's ceiling is extensively decorated with frescoes, the altar 
and rail are of Carram Marble and paintings by Matthew Hastings decorate 
its interior. 

Tandy Community Center and the overall Tandy area, in which the Ville 
is located, were named in honor of Captain Charlton H. Tandy, a Civil 
War military figure and a pioneer in Missouri's black education program. 

From the nucleus of Elleards' Nursery, most people today think of the 
Ville as the area bounded by Dr. Martin Luther King Drive, Taylor Avenue, 
St. Louis Avenue and Sarah Street. In order to include as many institu- 
tions and community facilities which relate to the Ville as possible, 
this Restoration Plan includes a slightly larger area extending from 
Vandeventer on the east to Marcus on the west, and Ashland on the north 
to King Drive on the south. 



3 "A Brief History of the Grande Prairie Area," 1975, page 10. 
By Norbury Wayman 
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B. Plan Objectives 

The Ville Restoration Plan is intended to encourage preservation and 
improvements of the physical, economic and social qualities of the 
neighborhood. It outlines a comprehensive approach to retard the 
severe deterioration and blight found throughout the neighborhood 
through a program intended to stimulate an increased level of private 
investment by offering a concentrated array of public improvements and 
services to Ville residents. 

The many historic institutions provide an incentive to support the kinds 
of preservation and rehabilitation activities needed to ensure neighbor- 
hood stability. 

The residents of the Ville are faced with problems of extensive deteriora- 
tion and blight, population loss, decline in homeownership , an increasingly 
high vacancy rate, and a high proportion of elderly citizens. Most home- 
owners have few resources for making major repairs and financial institu- 
tions are not willing to make needed loans. 

The St. Louis Development Program, presented in June, 1973, designated 
District 13 (Tandy) in which the Ville is located "as one which would 
require large scale rehabilitation and reconstruction for revitalization." 
The Development Program further recommended preservation of neighborhoods 
which have historic or architectural characteristics. The Ville is 
recognized for its unique image and historic institutions. 

The Community Development Agency has prepared this Restoration Plan as a 
guide for implementing neighborhood rehabilitation and housing restora- 



tion activities. 
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II. Existing Conditions 

A. Housing and Population 

As in most inner-City neighborhoods, the Ville has experienced a drastic 
decrease in population and dwelling units. Although population has 
dropped, housing and economic problems have increased. This has been 
compounded by the fact that most structures require minor to major 
repairs , and because a high number of elderly and low-income residents 
do not have sufficient income to provide the needed continuous maintenance 
and repair of the housing stock. 

The 1970 census puts the population for the Ville at 23,338; by 1975, it 
is estimated that this figure had decreased by 2.2%. Dwelling units in 
1970 totaled 8,131 and this declined by 9.4% by 1975 to 7,363. The per- 
centage of vacant units in 1970 was 8.4%. 

Population - 1970 Number Percept 



Age 18 and under 


3,880 


16 . 6 


Age 19-61 


17,674 


75.8 


Age 62 and over 


1,784 


7.6 


TOTAL 


23,338 


100.0 


Housing Units - 1970 


Owner-occupied 


2,795 


34.3 


Renter-occup ied 


4,651 


57.3 


Vacant 


685 


8.4 


TOTAL 


8,131 


100.0 
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